Catriona’s back on the far

By SHEENA
COFFEY

BR volce called out to me
:Emu:nﬂ:le other side of a solid

Clear, bu't ﬂl@wdﬁmtr, it res-
onated over the trimmed, green
lawn, instantly recognisable.

Far amybody, ke me, who has spent
many 2 Thurday evening trawelling
the world with Catriona Rowntree
on Charmel 9% Geraway, meeting her
in person lives up to every expecta-
tion set by her bubbly and efferwes-
cemit televislon persomal ity.

While jetseting around the globe
may be her better knmown role, Ms
Powntree will lend her support to
the Matlonal Landcare Awards in
Canberra om June 24.

A strange pairing? Mot if you know
Ms Powntres, who has a deep affiec-
tion for the land and the people who
live and wark om it

She grew up at Quirindl, mear
Tamworth in northern NSW, and
returning there to deliver an Australia
Day speech a few years ago she was
taken aback to realise how lucky she
had been to spend her formathve years
at such alocation

“I looked out into the crowd and
children were barefoot, we were swr-
oumded by beaatiful, green grass and
1 thought “this is the emvy of the
world,” Ms Rowntree sald.

Mow, on her home patch west of
Melbourne, where she lives with her
husband, James Pettt, and son
Andraw, 10 months, Ms Rowntree

Tolewislon presamtaer, Catriona Rowntres, plctured on nnr praperty In mral 'o'IGMH. wil host ma National Lanmnwus In Canbama on Jung 24,

plants 1220 hectares to crop on their
own and share-fairmed land: a mbx of
wheat, barley and canola

Mr Pettit also chalrs the Geelong
Landcare network which encorpass-

It’s not all about glitzy national campaigns; I think
the importance of clearing up serrated tussock is
equally as valuable as keeping the Great Barrier Reef

speaks with a similar fondness of her
fmily’s property.

Here they run a self-meplacing
finewool Merine flock and Mr Pettit

disease free

= Cafriona Rowntree

e seven local groups.

“For a5 lomg as Pye known James he
has been deeply passiomate about
Landcare” Ms Rowntres sald.

“He does it for free, gives all his
spare time and [ see the people he
wuorks with are of the same thought.

“They lowve thelr area, they love
what they do and I love having the
opportunity to be able to help my
husband in a small way™

Hosting the wpcoming awards
allows Mz Bowntree to put in her
“twi bobs” worth? but also to draw
attentlon to the varked and important
wark local Landcare grouwps carmy
oL

“It's mot all shout glitry natomnal
camfaigns; I think the trportince of
clearing up serrated tussock s
equally as valuable as keeping the
Great Barrier Beef disease free”

And this work, Mr Pettit added, was
“posilbly mome achievable?

Om thelr property, land care is an
integral part of operations and prog-
acts are “ronstant”

Abont 10 per cent of the property s
femced off into 2 plantation, and sen-
sittve or non-arable areas have been
returned to thedr nathve state.

“It's wisumally beautifil to return an
area to its natural state, but also to
care for an area by allowing it to
flourish natarally” Ms Bowntres
sald.

Indead, moving to the coumtry
from her former Morth Shore Sydney
home has been filled with mamy
pleasures.

“1 cherish every moment I have
here and appreciate the tiny things
like collecting chook eggs for ooy
breakfast and for making amazing
cakes.

“Tve swapped a glitzy city gym for a
local community hall

“1 have a small group of wonderful
friends who have been incredibly
suppartive of me and I love moy local
mothers group.

“But I do think that for me, some-
body who spends her time travelling
the world, 1 am able to come back
here and to deeply value everything
we have”

B Tha Mational Landcare Awands
will be held at Canberra on June 24,

Green-thumbed volunteers get the red carpet treatment

TWENTY years of Landcare will
be calebrated in Canberra on
June 24, when the contributions
of BB individual and group
Landcarers will ba acknowladged
in the 2040 National Landcanrs
Awanls cammaony.

The bi-annual awards celebrate
the achievements of ordinary
penphmimg an extraordinary

differenca.
The BR firalists in the running
for 12 awand categories reprasant

the winners of the 2000 State and
Tamitory awands.
will be

Winnara in each cat
announced in front of people
at the Mational Landcare Gala
Awards ceramony and dinner.
Faderal Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheriea and Forestry, Tomy
Burke, said the awands
recognised the people who wers
ing a valuable contribution to
tha n ‘s future.,
"These awards recognise the

voluntesrs who are rebuilding the
Australian landscape,” he said.

Australian wciatyiu richar for
theair contribution.”

"““‘"“"‘"mwmm..

"The s niLmdwaiuﬂn himapmwml.mldwa‘n Landcam ia a
% over 20 years, the 2010 Australian partn aan

nnd!u!mr,ﬂmrmmnm awands show an edtracmdinary ity, nt and
and their nation.” breadth of endesvour. mmm,mﬂngd
“For mora than 20 h “The Matioral Landcare Awards A0 Landcane and
Landcam has together span the breadth and diversity of Cosstcarevolunteer groups.
people from all walks of life with andcare work, from the city to B To find out how you can bacome
a shared commitment to making  the bush, the ocean to the a Landcare volunteer and for full
a difference to their local cantra, big landscape-scale  details on all 2040 National

it and ity.” projects to small local projects Landcare finalists, visit
"The Australian lmu:hcspanml imeolving local peopls,” said wwrw landcarsonline.com.au

People’s C

s Sunday 3oth May until Wednesday 23rd June 2010
| be announced at the National Landcare Awards, 24th June 2010 in Canberra

www.landcareonline.co




The individuals who inspire ...

THE Ausfralian Government Individual Landcarer Award is made to Gippiland Landcare Network, Arle
an individual who caries out or prometes land or coast care fh?: {pictured) has actively shaped

through either on-ground or awareness activities, in a mdmgf
voluntesr capacity. the reglon’s s
Landcare efforts L =
fior more than a
O MILLIE NICHOLLS (8A): A O ROBYN MAPP (Qld): A tirdless decde. i - - ~ S
local farmer and founding worker and advocate for Landcarein =~ Witha L= R x
mermber of the volumteer-based the Callide Valley since 1990, Robyn  Delghbouring T ==
Mid-Morth Grasslands Working . Landcara group,
Group (MNGWG ), Miltie Micholls Arle has
has champlonad the mwle of mondtored the
grasslands in sustainable water
agriculture. inta Corner Inlet for 13 years and
‘With a background that includes a has determinad that his group’s
rale as extenston officer for the work i having a pasitive impact on
World Wide Fund for Mature's water g
Mattve Grassland Progect and Hehuwhdmthmwoﬂm
Holistic Management tratning, she gronps, on ismes as diverse as koala
recognisad the nead to change conservation, fox batting and flora
management on her own farm, and Teserves, and is instrumental in
across the reglon, if profitabfity and ~ Fobyn oo-ordinated the “kitchen garden” programs run by
sustainability were to be joindy introduction of Natural Sequence local schools.
lifted. Farming techniques to local He strives to help people
Millie has since become aleader in -~ properties, managed the repewal of  understand their environment, and
native grasiland management. recharge zones in Callide Creek, and  1ts interconmectedness.
MMGWE actively supports more has been the catabyst for the O GLENN McFARLANE (NT}:
than 300 farmers in the States mid ~ formation of special interest groups,  Dapwin sea turtle researcher and
and upper north, and has delivereda  like one dedicated to contral of conservationist Glenn McFarlane
range of resources, from grazing Parthemlum weed. 2 (plctured) is at
guidﬂmesmﬂmtideml:ﬂmum She has also been involved in mamy | the forefront of
guldes. Her work has restored the cn-farm research projects which, efforts to
rale of native grasslands as an asset with her cormmitment to bringing in minimise the
to both farmers and the funding and education, have helped threats facing
erviranment. tramsform the approach of mamy the mglon’s sea
O KATE McLAREN (NSW): A landholders to their natural turtles.
driving force behind Landcare and =~ TESOUTERS. He trained in
O DESLEY KIPPAX (Tas): A s turtle
driver of Landcare in the Huon blology in Costa
Vi]lEFIEIOE 1947, Desley Fippmn . Rica, and since
Eplchmdahas 1599 hias been S g Lo Bl 'y b e
played an Marine Species Manager for Rowsan Cooties and South Australla's pamines for the Indiidual Landears awsrd,
tmportant role Comservation Volunteers Anstralia Millla Nichalls, Clars, SA
in teaching In this role.he has worked to
children the improve community understinding — mamerous trials with the Canberra reglon.
value of natural of sea turtles through school Department of Agriculture on ideas As founder and
TEsOUrCe presentaions, training in handling that in many cases have Chalr of the E
management. protocols and the media. demonstrated increased productivity  Royalla
| The Port Faollowing the identification of omn lesser rainfall. Landcare Group,
Cygoet Land and ~ Drarwin Harbeur as avital turtle He has hosted fleld days and Maryke
Watercare nesting area, Glenn cbtained a workshops to demonstrate farming (plctured) has
i Group, which Federal Government grant for the practices on his own farm and Is a co-ordimated
Dasley helped found, along with monitoring of nesting tartles and vl advocate for ofl mallees, of river restoration
Cygnet hanior Landcare, has beem at - tracking of marine debris via which he has planted more than and
preserve the forefront of conserving Cygnet satellite during 2008 and 2005, S00,000, Tevegetation,
area north of Tamworth that has Catchment and Burton's Feserve in O MIKE EEREMANS (WA He Is experimenting with using engaged the
heen highly modified by southern Tasmania. Farming on the edge of semi-arid blochar at planting, and developlng  commundty through activities Hie

agriculture, Her ability to work with people statlon country at Pindar in Western 2 Comtralled traffic alley farming Mational Tree Dy, and promoted
In her Landcare role, Kate hasbeen  from all walks of Hfe has haped the Fystem. seminars and other educational

irstrumental In creating educational  group woik with landholders from He is also an active conservationlst,  opportunities.

‘brochures rlevant to Landcare and  2cross the ctchment, and her after- fencing off remnant vegetation and Her commitrment to Landcare has

has given considerable Hme to hours commitment to low-lying drainage areas. meant many volunteers have bl
bringtng in funding for a range of ~ environmental monitaring and OMARYEE BOOTH (ACT): A om their knowledge and skl on
comservation projects in the area committess means she continues to committed meriber of the Molonglo  lssues ke controlling weeds and
Her work contimes outside be 2 mainstay of Landcare in the Catchment Group, Friends of revegetating fior the enhancement of
Landeare, 23 when she initiated the ~ TERlOm. Grasslands, Upper Murrumbidges the local environment.
protection of rare white box grassy O ARIE BOS (Vic): As president Landcare Committee and the She is an active working member
woodland from an invasion of of the Agnes Fiver Landcare group Royalla Landcare Group, Maryke of the varlous groups she belongs to,
‘Coolatal grass. and director with the South Booth 15 making a difference in the and an inspiration to others.
R O B e
et HHEEEHEN.
educe exposure. ;pasuEiEnanEsEmss
PR
A Westpac Farm Management Deposit is a ta-affective way to protect = !
your income, By setting aside funds now, you can earn a competitive rata. 1!_!! A& j!hh‘.!!!!!!!ﬁ.
And have access to money to improve your cash flow in leaner timas. - IL:!!‘I-!!!!!!!E-
V- i JHEHEE NS
Open a Farm Management Deposit foday. -
Call 1300 365 064. Visit your local branch ik AEEEEFEEREE
= L «AHBN<HEEE" HHEEBE
s ji!ﬂ! i, 18F JHEHEE
SEHER I'¥h. IBE ) EEEEEE
Thin u shoudd know: Information oument as ot 17 May 2010 Fess, t2rms and conditions apphe. This information does not take into acoount your cbject s, financial situation or needs. West pac Bmhngﬂurnurdmn
!gnw 457 141 AFSL 223714) ia the issuer of Farm Management De posits and a Product Disclosure Stoternent wan ke cbiained by caling 13080 124 972 You should consider the PCS in deciding whether or not the
prnd.u is appropnate faryau Thetootion pasition desorbed is a general statement and shauld only be us=d ae a guide. renomimiend that yau abfain inde pendent taoc advios.
@ 2010 ‘We stpac Banking ion ABN 33 007 457 141 10247 10 05410
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THE Woolworths Primary Producer Award goes to a primary producer

for their significant contribution to landcare, shown through developing
and implementing sound maragement practices resulting in
sustaimable productivity.

' BRIAN BAXTER (Tas): On 693-
hectare "Greenslde™ at Plpers River,
Brian Baxter is working on
environmentally valuable outoomes
that help farm produwctivity.

His property is being comverted to
time-controllad

Klometre wallaby fence to improve
pasture production, has fenced off
creeks to lmprove water quality and
reduce eroslon, and removed
willows in the Pipers Biver to
encourage regeneration of nathee
vegetation.

As part of his ongoing
commitoment to Landcare, Brian
works with speclalists to trial and
implemnent new techmbques on-farm.
ZVCLOVER HILL DAIRIES (NSW):
Pun by seventh-generation dairy
farmers, the Strong ﬁmﬂas Clover
Hill [adries at =
Tamberon {5
proaf that high
productvity and
environmental
credentials can

nurnbers from
Bt 210 cows, and at the same tme
boosted milk yield from &00,000
litres to 2.5 million ltres.

With several production records to
its credit, the datry 1s belleved to
have the highest ylelding pasture-fad
oo n &

Omily half the 100ha farm s grazed;

pealmits.

The dairy regularly hosts open
days, and Lynne Strong is a
passlonate and active industry
advocate.

O ROGER LAMDSBERG ((fd):
Committed Landcare advocate
PRoger Landsbery has increased the

resllience and productivity of his
3%,000ha

enceuraging
1ts matural e
productivity.

In 1987, "Trafalgar™ was can:rmg
4300 head of cattle
drought. By 1985, 'r.hmughplamu:g
based on stock and rainfall records,
Roger was generating the same gross
margin as he did in 1987 from 2900
cattle.

He introduced a wet season
rotatioral spelling program,
allowing perermial grasses to
Telmwigorate, set seed and new
seedlings to establish. Groundcover,
almost absent in 1987, 1s now not
allowed to drop belaw 50 per cent.

Poger led five local Landcare
groups between 1998 and 2003,
0N

million hectares, and projects ta
tackle parkinsonia and rubber vine.

O MEREDITH DAIRY (Vic):
Crwmed by Julle and Sandy Careron,
Meredith Dairy has developed a
]:ugh qus].lrgrhmuflmlquzpmdum

|ustx.t|:|abﬂmr the

Meredith Dalry is a wertically
integrated farming enterpriss,
producing sheep and goat milk,
proceised on-farm fnto cheese and
yoghurt. About half the 1450ha farm
{s cropped, and Sé0ha grazed by
sheep and goats.

Om-

ACCESS,
Tevegetation
and eToslon repair.
Meredith Dalry is working towands
achleving carbon-neutral status by
buying green power and using solar
hot water. The operation atms to be
wsing mainly bio-energy within two

Yedrs.
The Camerons are educators about
their methaods and successes.

O P AND A HOWIE AND S50NS
(MT}): The Howle fimily have

md.nush'alm Tarmars, Jmn]and Rob Warburtan, hava bean nominated for a National Landcaru!mm for thalr wark In
developing and Implementing a sustanabla farming system on thelr Kojanup family property.

addressed the seasoml extremes they  Dwocks and thistles, once common,
havwe disappeared and the omchard is
a permanent home to many nesting
birds and other animals.

The hlock’s watercourse 1s

encounter on 600ha Maneroo
Station, in the Douglas Daly area, by
responding to natural orcles.

Cell grazing and feed budgets are
used to maintain groundcover at a
minimuwm of Sopc.

The tight comtrol over grazing
pressure, and the farms ability to
produce its own hay, counters the
traditional dry seasom feed gap.

Farming is based on no- il
principles, with hay and seed crops
drilled into a thick layer of mulch

This counters the high-energy.
eroiive
rainfall of
wet season

conditions .

hiave boosted ylelds by 20 to 30pc.
The emvironmental effect of the

Howies' management has been to

Iroprorve habitat for birds, insects

and beneficlal soll microbes and

minimise run-off and eroston.

O PIALLIGO APPLES (ACT): Since
takdng over a four-hectare Plalligo
apple orchard in 1984, Jonathan and
Robyn Banks have transformed the
operation from a comventional
chernical-based system to cne where
nature does much of the worke

In pushing toward organlc status,
achieved in 1994, the Banks sought

The orchard’s core has been
replanted with local nattves for seed
production.

The couple are active educators,
hosting cverseas trainess and
working with schoals and
researchers.

O SUE AND SEAN DELAMEY (SA):

Some of the physical inttiativees
used by the Delaneys inclhade

conservation of the property’s fraglle
bushland, a sustainably managed

TeTo waste

blodynamic vineyard,

recycling, and on-site callection and

reuse of all water.

The wineyard cperation is
integrated with a boutique wine
label, wine club, eco-cellar door and
function verme.

The business model reflects a
slgnificant commitment to
sustainability, underpinned by an
ervironmental management system
(EMS).

The Drelaneys have reduced the
carbon and ecologlcal footprint of
the business, with 2 24pc decrease in

g emisslons betwesn
2008 and 2008 and a 33pc reduction
In eneTgy consumption.
2 ROB AND JENNY
WARBURTON (WA): With a vislon
of "everlasting agri culture™, Bob and
Tenmy Warburton are leading
advocates for the emvironment and
sustainable agricuthure

The Warburtons have diveloped a
balanced farroing system on thelr
3o0oha property, “Konellup™, near
Kojormgp, that integrates a high
performing anmmal cropping
enterpirise with perennial based

grazing systems.

The result is a significanty
tmproved hydrological balance that
underpdns what is now some of the
most productive land in the State.

They also have a wildflower seed
production area that employs four
people and provides seeds to mare
than 100 ships across Anstralia.

The couple are highly active
in the natural rescurce
maragement cornrmanity, hoath:g
on-farm fleld days, sitdng
various boards, and pmmotlng
sustainable agriculture,

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF RURAL AUSTRALIA

The Woolworths Fresh Feod Farming Program reaffirms Woolworths' commitment to investing

in the future of rural Australia.

As part of the program, Weohworths is working with Landcare Australia to implement a variety of major

on-farm projects across the country by providing Sustainable Farming Grants.

The aim of the Sustainable Farming Grants & to develop, improve and encourage sustainable famming
practices. Since 2007, Woaolworths has invested 558 millicn in these projects.

For further details on the projects visit www.landcareonline.com

T B



ﬂ National Landcare Awards

Landcare- 1t’s a verb

'.ll?l'ﬁih

Your vote counts: Wam o

awgiting your

Any of the 88 finalists across the
12 ather categories am sligibila to
take out The People's Choice Award,
Muhwﬁjm apan i

h]macmm simply go
wwnlandearsonling.com and mad
abaut the work bsing done by the
finaligts in their communities across
Hustralia,

The sita allows you to search by
Stata or by category and vobs fora
mazimum of ong finalst from aach
awrid

Thawebsile also anables viswers
o sand messages of support to their
fawourie or the most inspirationsl
finalists,

Landcarers are often

Landcare ilﬂlﬂ!
Oin August 1, hundrads.
m.mnmnm
tracktion by contributing to
mmhmmm'ﬂ
amironmental foundation Planst Ark.
Last year mons than 300,000

AMDCARE 15 hecoming a verb.
Far the past two decades “Land-
care™ has usually been consid-
ered 2 noun, a descripton of a struc-
ture within which people act.
Mow, as It moves Into its third
decade, Heather Carmnpbell (plctured ),
says Landcare s also evolving fnto a
term describing people in the act of
looking after their local environment.
M Campbell, chief mpoative offl-
cer of Landcare Australia, podnts to
the diversity of this year’s Matlonal
Landcare Aswards as an example of
just how far Landcare has mowed
from rural
Dnthem.rd.nﬂnﬂiat].‘lltmuym
farmers, beach conservationists, peo-
ple controlling cane toads, produc-
tive and sustalnable farmers, tuartle
conservationists and rehabditators of
Inner-urban lots.
In short, today’s Landcare defles
definition.

gib
“# lot of the gemeral public stll see
it as being about trees,” Ms Campbell

BB

T see it as rach, muach breader. 16
about people getting their hands
dirty on local emvironmental {ssues,
whatever they are.

“Because it about people 1112.1;1:!.1:@'I
whatever lssues confromt them in
thedrarea, Landcare s abways godng to
have a huage diversity because

£

Anstralia is such a diverse country,
with a diverse range of lssues.

“The important thing is that it's not
about advocacy: it's about real work.
Its about people saying we have an
fssme, let's get together with our
nelghbours and tackle it

“Im a lot of cases a cormrmandty’s

Landcare or Coastcare or Friends
group is also providing a level of socl-
atal glue which in the past may have
been provided by chuarches or other
institwtons”

It doesr’t matter whether or not 2

The important thing is that it's not about
advecacy: it's about real work. It's about people
saying we have an issue, let’s get together with our

neighbours and tackle it
= Heathar Campbell

group uses “Landcare™ to describe
itself, Ms Campbell says — "is the
ethos behind it that's tmportant™

“A lot has changed, and a purposs
of these awards Is to show Australia
Landcare 15 mow a lot more than
planting trees”

This year's awards contimme to cele-

hnte ﬂ:ue efforts of the m;dam
farming communities where Land-
care had its origins, but showcase the

Two new awards categories appear
this year: the Sastainable Farm Prac-
tices award and the Facilttator sward.

“There's 1 feeling that we nead to
sharpen our focus on sustainable
agriculture and our need to sustain-
ably meet the growing demand for
food in the future” Ms Campbell
ohserves,

“There’s alse been a lot of pres
about funding of fclitaters, and

“It recognises that a bot of Landcare

groups want to get on with things,
but they often nead a facilitator to

help them with grant
pmfect management, those sort m’

Ma Campbell acknowledges the
past feww years have been tough for
the Landcare mowemnent, but suggests
the quality of the finalists in this
year's Mational Landcare Awards
indicates that reports of Landcare’s
imminent death are greatly ecapger-

ated.

“] think Landcare is starting to get
its sacond wind. In some areas they
already have that second wind, in
orthers they are starting to develop it
“But at the Matonal Landcare
Forum in Adelalde safier this year, it
was very positive — everyone wanted
to keep this unlque concept moving
forward.

“And while people are petting
together to tackle envirommental
problems in thelr commmunity, 1twdll”

Linking up the groups that care for the land

A NEW purpose-built Mational
Landcare [Mrectory {s now open to
help groups network and advertiss

varlous progect types that groups are
working om across Australia.

Growps are encouraged to reglster
their imvobvement in voluntesr
community emvironmental projects,
whether

schoals,
sconts or other youth grops.
As an Incentive, Landicare

Anstralia is offering 20 31000 grants

to the groups which register in the

new Matlonal Landcare Directory by

Septembarﬁ—ﬂuﬂm day of
Landcare Week.

Thewﬁmhl[mmmd;ﬁmwﬂ
be selectad at randorm from the
database and announced on the
landcareontine webslte,

Beneflts of belng reglsterad on the
Matlomal Landcare Directory
Includes

@ Volunteers can easily find youw

& Ability to promote your events,
such as working bees and planting

days.

& Commections with other groups
can be easily made.

@ Your projects can be showeased.

& Potential corporate sponsors can
find growps for local cormmunity
sponsorship.

@ Applications for grants managed
by Landcare Australia.
W Vigit ww,

Jandcarsonina.com and
click on the link to the dirsctony.

connecting landcare and coastcare volunteers

Reglatar your landcare/coastcars group

Banefits of baing on tha Netlonal Landears Direcinry

Thas e cirotory s Desn pLrpees Dult 5o that B sasier for goups oo | owill sieo
caphue the varoys pojact types thet grouos e working on sl cver Auginle. You s
anccu e o rglstar Fyour group b imoted involuntssr community smdmnnment proect:
Iriucing: lerwiceamn, comwicang, ®esteinasis farming, Hands of goups, bishoam, reems,
Jmior Lanck-ans (s achooly, scouts and olher youth goues).

Grantz avallahlel

For & Imitad me, Landoms Ausiede wil offor 20 x $1,000 gnta bo the groupe who
rexg st by Sapbarmisor Bt - e finet dey of Loveican Yook, Tha wining grant recidents wil
e dekectad af rndonn from the ciakabese and mTRUNGE 0N BrkIGARRTNG.GOM B

Ploingilirvioefy sy Sl 65 1Yl to dmblrieicin.

+  Volarisers oen asxly i your proup
v Ablitty bo promols your sweniy suoh reworkdng bese and

pianting cimym

+ Connactiony wih othar grospos can b saslly mada
showepead

»  Your projechy can be

ESE 1]

+  Pohmiial comersts $ooreove can find groups for incal
comm ity sponagahio
* ¥bu cen enslly epply lor gramty manaped by Lencicen Acodrli

www.landcareonline.com.au



declining vidds and sofl fertility,
four cane- farming families in the
Miranl district hawe researched and

Simce it was founded in 2006, AMS
has developed the world's first sub-
surface compost applicator and has
also developed cane-specific
omposts from local feadstodk.

Trials have shown considerable
potentlal for these methods to offset

led to the creation of a new
curriculum within the Anstralian
Agricultural College Corporation
O BROKEN BAY OYSTERS (NSW):

of Paddack Rehabilitatlon Program  Horticulral Assoclation to put farmer, Matthew Pitt, has shifted his

(WOPE). togethera  property onto a more sustainable
WOPR integrates conservation program to footing while being aleader in

with production by returning native helpthern  Southern Tasmandas Landcare

trees and shrubs to grazing systems. Toandgs mavement.

Paddodks greater than 1oha are their With his family, Matthew

direct seeded and wide vegetation natural d)

belts oover around 30 per cent of the

paddock. Farmers recetve a The Best

stewardship payment of $50/hafyear Practice for

fior a fiwe- Sustainable

year Land Use

period, I the MT

until wis

native introduced

wegetation in 2005,

1= out of and

Teach of provided a

stock. toolktt that producers, regardless of
The experience, could use to tmplernent

program has proven o be popular gustainable practices using a whole-

and practical, enabling land of-property approach.

managers to address The toolkit encourages producers

dﬁﬁ.ﬁtﬂ&‘ﬁﬂ% bodiversity 10:;; to undertake self-assessment at thelr

el ¢ decline, salinity own pace, providing a pattveay to

other land degradation problems. accredited emvironmental

O MINGENEW-IRWIN GROUP management systems (EMS). Self-

(WA A not-for-profit, farmer-
owned and -driven organisation
committed to econoric and

assessment ensures that “new
farrmers™ start out 48 prod chive rather
than reactive land managers.

diversity.
His farm 1s a place of constant

the Upper Drerwent Valley Landcare
Group, he played a phwotal rale in
establishing a catchment
maragement plan.

O BST OYSTERS (SA): After
Tecognliing

Dreslgned to protect and preserve
the fraglle marine and coastal
erwvironments, the system also

half the time they take with other

Systems.

Construction of the systern 15
verztile, cheaper and less labonr-
intensive than traditonal methods,
with lower matmtenance costs and

higher yields.

Lancare

6th - 13th September 2010

Landcare Australia is encouraging everyone to become a
citizen scientist during Landcare Waeak.

Every Australian can participate in this Landcare Week
activity. Simply register with ClimateWatch and you can
monitor, collect and record data that will help shape the
country's scientific response to climate change.

Our scientists need your data, become a Landcare
ClimateWatcher today and join landcare groups celebrate
Landcare Week.

@CimateWatch

Register online to participate in a citizen science program today

www.landcareonline.com












